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C AIE N D AR ,
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M ATTG R O E N IN G
Life  ln H ell

M IC H AE T D O U G AN
E oslTexos

I I E LLO  BE LO V E D  R E AD E R S . W E LC O M E  TO  Y E T  AN O TH E R  O F

fl our endless "specia l" issues of this, the  W orld's G reatest M agazine .
I I This month is our semiJegendary Y ear in R eview issue, where  we give
you, our loya l and dedicated friends, the  definitive  word on what "went
down" in 1985. Art fans will no doubt be le ft speechless by the  appearance
ofKartoonist and KarKustomizer E d "BigD addy" R oth as our coverartist
this month. M r. R oth's "radica l" drawings of R at F ink & C o. were  a  semi-
na l influence on R ockrt sta ff members in the ir younger days, and he was
kind enough to send us the  cover drawn on a  T -shirt (which Art D irector
''suprerne" Art C hantry is now proudly sporting around town to his many
book signings). O ur hard-worH ng staff has compilod huge quantitics of
lists of wery type imaginable  in our giant collector's item 1985: W hat It Is
pages. M r. F ina l W qd on F ilm JimE merson lays down the  cinematic law in
his '85  summary, and M inister of M eta l KJ D oughton destroys the  assem-
bled molten hordes with some deft slices as he  de livers his S tate  of M eta l
1985 speech. O ur reviews section is jam-packed with the  b st overlooked
records of the  year (R ichard P eterson's S econd Alhtm is not included).
R adiating E ditor D ennis P . E ichhorn braved the  isotopes of R ichland one
more time as hecompiled yet anotherglowing report on the  world's greatest

accumulation of plutonium. H orror hostess E lvira  went oneon-one with
our own mistress of the  pencil G illian G . G aar, and R oberta  P enn uncovered
the V ietnamese club scene in S eattle . W e a lso have N orthwest X mas discs,
S hays' R ebellion and the  1985 S ub/P op wrap-up. And speaking ofrapping,
the  S eattle  Thunderbirds hockey team will be  giving the  a lways cagey
S pokane F lyers a  good rap in the  mouth on R aket/Budget R eords &
Tapes night, January l0  a t ?:30pm at the  S eattle  C enter Arena. W e'll be
hoping for a  rep at of our last hockey night, when severa l over-zea lous
R ocket sta ff members were  e jected from the stands for rooting for our
.be loved Thunderbirds a  bit too enthusiastica lly. N ow, that's the  kind of
holiday spirit we can "get behind." Later.l
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TAC O M A
5915 6 th Ave.
H ighland H ills
565-o363

P T IY ALLU P
I l7O 7 M eridian S t.
on the  south H ill
N cxt to E rnst
a45.2t17

FE D E R AL V AY
32oth & P acific H E 7 S
N ext ro U nion 76
94r-4092

M AR Y S V ILLE
lO 94 S tate  S t.
653-1266

R E D M O N D  R E N TO N
16505 R edmond W ay 534 R ainier Ave. S

C leveland S t. S quare  N cxt to S kippers
aaf-6863 22A-A29A

G lwtugfrdmr*.

S C H E C TE R  guitar is not prctured in photo

R IS IN G FO R C E
M AR C H IN G  O U T

FE ATU R IN G
I'LL S E E  TH E  U G H T TO N IG H T

Y neW e's la test a lbumr' "M archino O ut"
sa le -priced at- only $5.991'a lbum or cassdtte

S ale  ends lZ /27
O nly at these locations:

S E ATTLE
847 N E  N orthgare  W ay
N orthS ate  V ay & R oosevelr
363-4920

P O R T N \IG E LE S
1607 E . F ront S r.
Behind Baskin R obbins
457-92t1

E V E N E TT
llJO  S E  E vcrert M all vay
Across from
S ears Automotive
3t5-O 766

LY N I\IIW O O D
44th Ave. v & 200th st. sw
77t-2A5'

BE LLIN G H AM
R ailroad & M agnolia
676-9571

ftpesuf,
BE LLE V U E
2O 3 Bellevue ryay N E
Across from M cD onalds
455-5755
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TO ?BLU ",
rnAD r'',oxA& neB,
AX D  aoA7nanrtour

2 urrre  rmroN  I wttt survrvE  (M olo-
co). M emphb toulmon, M llton C omp-
be ll rounds more  llke  hls'rools lhon
ever.

{ P noFE ssoR  t oN cH AtR  R ocK'w' nou
G U $8O  (D onclng C or). The N ew O r'
leonr legend rhowr where  rock ond
roul plono comc ftom.

tltl{tttE R  ot tlE  At KJ D ouoH ToN 's
D E ATH  D E AIIN G '85
1. E X O D U S  Bonded By Blood (C ombat/Torrid)
2 . AR M O R E D  S AIN TD e/rnous N omad (C hrysalis)
3 . M E G AD E ATH KIIing ls M y Business (C ombat)
4 . Y N G W IE  M ALM S TE E N 'S  R IS IN G  FO R C E M arching O ut (P olydor)
5 . S LAY E R  H ellW aits (M eta l Blade/C ombar)
6 . AE R O S M ITH  D one W ith M irrors (G effen)
7 . M ALIC E /n the  Beginning (Atlantic)
8 . IBO N  M A|D E N U veAfter D eath (E M ll
9 . AG E N T S TE E LS keptic Apocalypse (C ombat)

10 . ALC ATR AZ.D isturbing the  P eace (C apitol)

V O C ALIS T: John Bush (Armored S aint)
G U ITAR IS T: Y ngwie  M almsteen (R ising Force)

BAS S IS T: D ave E lle fson (M egadeath)
D R U M M E R : D ave t-ombardo (S layer)
TO P  S O N G S : E xodus "P iranha"

M egadeath "Love Y ou to D eath"
R ising Force "D isciples of H ell"

TO P  3  N E W  BAN D S :Agent S tee / (C alifornia )
King D iamond (C openhagen, D enmark)
D eath Angel (S an F rancisco)
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R O BE R T C R AY
False  Accusations (LP )

>  H  U S l(TR  D U  (rtbtrrty) O orilla  oardens

>  [0S  t0B0S  nuuBallroom

>  C TAR l( S IS IE R S  Bumbershoot

>  BlttY  BR A00 M ounta ineers

>  J'l tIA t l. I C  A lr{oore  lhearre

>  P R lllC t/S JlE ltA I lacomaD ome

>  R t P  tAC  E  ltl t ll IS  Asto, P a,k

>  R IJrl P aramount

>  S C  0  R P  I 0  1 l S /R AII lacorna D ome

1. AR TIS TS  U N ITE D  AG AIN S T AP AR TH E ID  S U N
C lty (M anhattan). For force lully addressing the
issue, in a teast of cultura l and musica l varia tions.

2 . S TE V E  AR R Ii{G TO N  D ancln' ln the  Key ol
Llfs (Atlantic). ln which the  ex-S lave driver re -
raeals anew spiritua l fire , and continues to de liver
viciously funky pop.

3 . R U N -D IJIC  l(lng ol R ock (P rofile ). R ap's hottest
duo shouteach otherdown with thetire  and brim-
stone of dueling street preachers.

4 . P R ll{C E  Around the  W orld ln a  D ay (W arner
Bros). A strange move to be  sure , but with inter-
esting, often arresting results. G ive  the  man an A
ficr re fusing to compromise.

5 . AR E TH A FR AN KLIN  W hO 'S  ZO O M IN ' W hO
(Arista ). The promise ol'1982 's "comeback" LP
Jump To lt is fully rea lized as Lady S oul recla ims
her rightful position.

6 . M O R R IS  D AY  C olor ol S uccess (W arner Bros).
The hard-edged throwdowns of the  T ime remain
intact as D ay's lyrics take  a  tuin to the  personal
and, surprise , honest side .

7 . l/lAR V lN  G AY E  D ream ot a  Llie tlme (C olum-
bia). An uneven, occasionally embarrassing, yet
ultimate ly eye-opening look at th.  la te , troubled
gonius.

L S TE V IE  W O N D E R  ln S quare  G lrcle  (Tamla).
The bottom line  still remains. N o one e lse  crafts
popJunk this masterful.

9 . W H ITN E Y  H O U S TO N  (Arista ). lt's a lways a treat
to watch lhe  emergence of a  maior new ta lent.
H er range, style , and emotional depth reveal pro-
mise beyond her years.

10 . S AD E  P romlee (P ortra it). P ut me in a  smoke
filled lounge, set me up with a  G rand M arnier and
S ade a tthe  piano bar. Te llthe  boss I'llbe  ca lling in
sick.

6  norenr G R AY  FAtsE  AccusArrot{s
(H igh Tone). The C roy sound ge ls more
d3slinctive  with eoch re leore .

8  vlnous N oR TH wE sr BAN D s r.rvE  Ar
TH E  R O AD H O U S E  (C riminol R ecords).
The resl of the  country's whispering
thot lhe  N orlhwesl is spowning some
of lhe  besl blues ortists. l3ooc S cott,
Tom M cForlond ond C urtis S olgodo
prove it's lrue .

lO  sml cooKE  rlvE  AT  rH E  H AR LE M
.C fU g (R C A) Thir !P  rhows how C ooke
could get down when he  woln'l re -
cording lor white  folks. 1

E

TE N O R  S AW  Boll ls C alled (P ower
H ouse) 7 ':The most promising ta lent to
emerge in ages.

G R E G O R Y  IS AAC S  P rivate  Beach
P arty (G reensleeves/R AS ) 12 ': The
"cool ruler" at his best, again.
FP FD nnIF  M aG P FG O R  &

H U S KE R  D U
N ew D ay R lslng
JO H N  C O U G AR  M E LLE N C AM P
S carecrow
JO H N  FO G E R TY
C enterlle ld
AR E TH A FR AN KLIN
W ho'sZoomln'W ho
suN  crw
Artlsts U nlted Agatnst Apartlrcld
P R IN C E  AN D  TH E  R E V O LU TIO N
Around tlp W orld ln a  D ay
R U N .D M C
Klngol R ock
S AD E
D lamond Llle
R U BE N  BLAD E S
E scgnas
E U R Y TH M IC S
Be Y ournll Tonlght
R .E .1rl.
Fables ol tlp R *onstructlon
TALKIN G  H E AD S
LlttleC reaturcs
R IC H AR D TH O M P S O N
AcrossA C rowded R oom
TO M W AITS
R aln D ogs
S TE V E  AR R IN G TO N
Il'oaola ' la  lho (aw a l I lla
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1. R AIN  FO R E S T P aul H ardcastle  (P rofile ).





R uben B/odes' P on-Americon V ision
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E scenos (S cenesJ

in swonk N ew Y ork mogs to lhis
R ocket leod review written by
someone who knows nothing
obout Lotin music, mokes mi
fee l o bit queosy, like  l'm some
culture  vulture  poving the  woy
tor upscole  yuppies lo move in
ond gentrify onolher musicol
genre .

But lhere 's onother side  to
lhese sudden bursts of medio ot-
tenlion, ond thot is thot people
heor oboui greoi ortists they
might otherwise  nol come inlo
contoct with, like  Bob M orley or
S unny Ade. R uben Blodes might
yet be  in thot closs. Born ond
roised in the  borrios of P onomo,
he cloims to hove first leorned
E nglish by listening lo E lvis
P resley's "H eortbreok H ote l."
H e ottended low school in P ono-
mo, bul le ft home in 1974 to
come to N ew Y ork ond become
o musicion. A series of highly
successful records on Fonio
R ecords mode him o stor
lhroughoul Lotin Americo, ond
in '1984 his Americon moior lobel
debut, E uscondo Americo, won
criticol hosonnos. Blodes re-
cently oppeored in o movie ,
C rossoyer D reoms, but he 's olso
returned to low school ot H or-
vord ond intends somedoy to go
bock home ond use his power os

9  populor entertoiner to push
for sociol chonge.

G iven my ignoronce obout
-this type of music, my response
to Blodes' new disc E scenos
(S cenes) is o pure  gul leve l one.
Q r r^^^.oJl- +116 ^--, rl.i^^ ^L^. .r

border beot punched up loud
where  it should be .

H owever, the  big otlroction is
Blodes' lyrics. H e sings in S pon-
ish, but the  record iocket is bilin-
guol ond reveols o sociolly pro-
gressive  oriist of enormous lite -
rory gifts. Blodes soys thot he
wos politicized by rhe  P onomo
C onol riots ol 1964, where  U S
troops shot P onomonion pro-
testers. ln 1982, his record obout
U S  inlervention in C entrolAmer-
ico, E l T iburon (fhe  S hork), wos
removed from record stores ond
eorned him deoih threots. For
oll its slicked-up sound, E uscon-
do Americo contoined severol
excellent forthright songs obout
life  in C entrol Americo, from the
disoppeoronces of people  on
lhe ir woy home from work lo the
murder of villoge priesls. E scen-
os is less specificolly topicol, but
still impressive . Like  Lolin wrilers
such os G obrie l G orcio M or-
quez/ whom he publicolly od-
mires, Blodes hos o superb
knock for norrotive , cotching the
poin, boredom, sudden ioy,ind
sheer durotion of life  in o woyfor
more literorily complex thon the
work of the  best equivolent
Americon rock oriists like  Bruce
S pringsfeen. lt's enough to
moke me wont lo leorn S ponish,
so os to be oble  to fee l the  full
emotionol weight of lyrics like
"C uenteos D el Almo" ("H eort
D ues") hit home powered by
lhe ir musicol contexl. All is not
lost though, becouse Blodes'

E lektro R ecords

. BY  BR U C E  N E E D

E  vtnY  S E V E R AL Y E AR s oR
L so, some lype of indigenous
Third W odd music gets touted os
the  next big fhing. A selected
stor is hyped in the  rock press,
tours ore  orronged, lhere  is
even possibly o moior lobel
signing or two. U suolly, ofter
foiling lo dent the  Americon
morket in ony significont woy,
the  genre  in quesiion settles in o
cult leve l: pricey records ovoil-

i oble  in good stores, occosionol
shows in cheop clubs. This
hoppened in the  mid-'7O s with
reggoe ond in the  eorly '80s with
Africon music. N ow il oppeors
to be hoppening with Loiin music
in the  persono of R uben Blodes.

W hot's inleresting obout
ihese swells of hooplo is thot
they don't develop ol o gross-
rools leve l, bul ore  insteod
whipped up by medio inte lleciu-
ols. P ort of this hos to do with
occess: people  who score  free
discs through .lhe ir iobs con
offord to experimenl with whot
they listen to. But unfortunote ly
port of it olso hos to do with lhe
fod thot success forthese genres
is conceptuolized in lerms of
moking it with the  moinstreom
white  oudience. This isn't too of-
fensive  in lerms of, soy, King S un-
nv Ade. who neithcr hnc nn ath-
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Africon music. N ow it oppeors
to be hoppening with Lolin music
in the  persono of R uben Blodes.

W hot's interesting oboul
fiese  swells of hooplo is thot
they don't develop ot o gross-
roots leve l, but ore  insleod
whipped up by medio inte llectu-
ols. P ort of this hos to do with
occessi people  who score  free
discs through - the ir iobs con
offord to experiment with whot
they listen to. But unfortunoie ly
port of it olso hos to do with lhe
foct thol success for these genres
is conceptuolized in terms of
moking it with the  moinstreom
while  oudience. This isn't too of-
fensive  in terms of, soy, King S un-
ny Ade, who neiiher hos on eth-
nic fon bose here  nor it iinkering
with the  troditionol e lements of
his sound to moke ii more
polotoble  to white  people . But
Lotin music hos rocked the  house
in Americon borrios.for genero-
tions, ond R uben Blodes hos
toilored his sound for the  white
moinstreom (primorily by
replocing bross with synlhesi-
zers). S o, be ing port of this me-
dio boom, from moior write -ups

come lo N ew Y ork ond become
o musicion. A series of highly
successful records on Fonio
R ecords mode him o slor
lhroughout Lolin Americo, ond
in 1984 his Americon moior lobel
debut, E uscondo Amerrco, won
criticol hosonnos. Blodes re-
cently oppeored in o movie ,
C rossoyer D reoms, but he 's olso
returned lo low school ot H or-
vord ond intends somedoy lo go
bock home ond use his power os
o populor entertoiner to push
for sociol chonge.

G iven my ignoronce obout
-this type of music, my response
lo Blodes' new disc E scenos
(S cenes) is o pure  gut leve l one.
S upposedly, ihe  new thing oboul
his sound is thoi o double-bor-
re led keyboord surge reploces
the  trgditionol solso bross. For
me, this works better on E scenos
thon on Buscondo Americo. The
eorly olbum is too fusionoid for
me, too much tinkly iozz piono
burying the  rhythms. E scenos
seems considerobly tighter, with
good synth hooks, lhe  piono
reserved for melodic e ffect, ond
thot greol, chunky, south-of-the-

ilrvr qE r 9r vilrqgg P r rE )t).
os is less specificolly topicol, but
still impressive . Like  Lotin wrilers
such os G obrie l G orcio M or-
quez, whom he publicolly od-
mires, Blodes hos o superb
knock for norroiive , colching lhe
poin, boredom, sudden ioy, ond
sheer durotion of life  in o woy for
more literorily complex thon the
work of the  best equivolent
Americon rock ortists like  Bruce
S pringsteen. lt's enough lo
moke me wont to leorn S ponish,
so os to be  oble  to fee l the  full
emotionol weight of lyrics like
"C uenleos D el Almo" ("H eort
D ues") hit home powered by
their musicol contexf. All is not
lost though, becouse Blodes'
singing, compossionote , sublle ,
ironic, ond deftly melodic, con
be opprecioted by onyone with
eors. D espite  Blodes'lousy toste
in gringos (guesl slors Joe Jock-
son ond Lindo R onstodt), there
isn't o whiff of V egos gredse on
this disc,. ond despite  my ignor-
once of Lotin music, I con te ll thot
Blodes is o closs oct. lf you've
ever dug solso on lhe  rodio, you
should pick up this disc ond le t it
toke you for o spin. I
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