
I believed then, as i still do today, that if the band leaders do not 

become protagonists in demanding protection for their side men, 

from salaries to health coverage, nothing will happen. So on my 

own, i began to try to get the musicians together, to form a bloc and 

try to provide health coverage. No band leaders came to the 

meetings. We had several, i used to hand out bills at clubs (when i 

was not working and in town). 

RALPH IRIZARRY will remember, the mimeograph copies, the 

activism. 

Bottom line:

musicians were threatened by their band leaders, attendance 

dwindled until finally, the place were we met was burned down. An 

accident? To this day, i don't know.

The result: we still have to pass the hat to help musicians in need.

Rubén Blades commented 3/31/2014 about this speech he wrote in 1980:
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